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Effects of L-carnitine on performance of gestating and lactating sows 
Abstract 
A total of 307 sows was used to determine the effects of adding 50 ppm of L-carnitine in gestation and 
lactation diets on sow and litter performance. Addition of 50 ppm L-carnitine in gestation increased both 
total litter (34.1 vs 32.1 lb) and pig (3.48 vs 3.27 lb) birth weight. Litter weaning weights increased (99.03 
vs 90.71 lb) when sows were fed added L-carnitine during gestation. Sows fed added L-carnitine in 
gestation had increased IGF-I concentrations on d 60 and 90 (71.3 vs 38.0, and 33.0 vs 25.0 ng/ml, 
respectively). These results suggest that feeding 50 ppm of added L-carnitine during gestation increases 
litter birth and weaning weights.; Swine Day, Manhattan, KS, November 20, 1997 
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